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Minutes of the 92nd meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

Special Meeting, Wednesday, October 12, 2011
at the IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California

1.  Welcome, Call to Order

Vice President Niall MacMenamin welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Mr. MacMenamin.  Board Members present:

Niall MacMenamin, Vice President
Jason Buchalter, Treasurer
Neal James Anderberg, Community-based Organizations

Caroline Carr, Pacific Electric Business
Natasha Ericta, Palms West Residential
Charles Miller, Overland Residential
Terry Robinson, Studio Residential

Elise Rothberg, Charnock Ranch Business
Jennifer Tobkin, Palms Depot Business
President Dee Olomajeye arrived around this time.

Ten of the 13 Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting.  Board Members absent: Eli Lipmen, Secretary; Mark Brower, Exposition Residential; and Rob Olague, Motor Residential.  No Board seats were vacant.  Also attending: approximately 17 Stakeholders and guests.  The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is seven, so the Board could take such votes.
3.  Public forum
There were no public comments at this time.
4.  Presentations
There were no presentations at this time.
5.  Monthly Updates
a) Government Representative Announcements and Reports (City, State and Federal).
David Giron, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (818-971-3088; David.Giron@LACity.org), reported that the old Fire Station 43 [at 10234 National Blvd.] was boarded up because five people were illegally in it.  Also, CD5 is negotiating with the LAPD to establish a Substation; the PNC is working for it to have a community room.  CD5 is still working on the Woodbine Park Modernization project.
[The next two reports were given after Item #5. b.]  Len Nguyen, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-575-8461; Len.Nguyen@LACity.org), reported that work is expected to be completed by October 20th to verify signatures on a petition to restore single-sided parking on the east side only of the 3600/3700 block of Westwood Blvd. in Palms.
Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org), announced that the West Adams Neighborhood Council is sponsoring a "Community Clean Up" on October 29th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Adams Blvd from Fairfax to Crenshaw; volunteers are needed. Call Kimani Black at 323-733-8233.  Also, Beth Peterson of L.A. Commons got artists’ proposals for the Utility Box Mural Project; give Ms. Carlin feedback for Councilman Wesson to consider about the proposals.
b) President’s Report (Olomajeye) WRAC, NC Congress, Strategic Planning, Peer Mentoring Task Force.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. h.]  Ms. Olomajeye explained that at the October 29th Mayor’s Budget Day two regional Budget Advocates will be selected by the attending Budget Representatives from each region’s Neighborhood Councils.  Also, the PNC will have a December Strategic Planning Meeting; November 2nd will be the last regular PNC Assembly Meeting of 2011.  WRAC (the Westside Regional Alliance of Councils) discussed the issue in Item #5. h.
c) Secretary’s Report (Lipmen) Approval of Minutes from Sep. 7, 2011, Mural Project, Hamilton.
Mr. Lipmen was not present and there was no report or Motion.
d) Treasurer’s Report (Buchalter) PNC Budget.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. a.]  Mr. Buchalter distributed and reviewed the “[PNC] Balance Sheet,” the “[PNC] Budget for Fiscal Year 2010-2011,” the “[PNC] 2010-11 Budget” representing recent activity and the monthly USBank statement.  He noted that, at the December Strategic Planning Meeting, the PNC needs to determine how it will spend the $38,489 remaining in the budget until June 30, 2012.  Mr. Buchalter reported that funding that the PNC had allocated to local schools has been distributed to them.
e) Outreach Report (Ericta) Update on new Stakeholder outreach.
Ms. Ericta reported that a party will be held this Saturday for new Stakeholders in the newly annexed PNC area west of Overland Ave. between the I-10 Freeway and National Blvd.
f) Projects/Policy Report (Carr) Criminal activity, public drunkenness, homeless.
Ms. Carr explained the below Motion.

FUNDING MOTION (by Ms. Carr, seconded by Ms. Olomajeye): The Palms Neighborhood Council allocates $200 to the Penn Model Congress delegation at Hamilton High School to co-sponsor their delegation trip to attend the Congress.
FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

g) Transportation and Road Works Report (Miller) Update on Westwood Parking, Expo Line, and DWP Lighting Project.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. d.]  Mr. Miller reported that “sharrows” have been painted on Motor Ave. for bicyclists and drivers to share the road.  Also, a proposal by Congresswoman Maxine Waters to establish nearby toll roads will be considered at the next Committee Meeting.  The Expo Line Authority and the LADOT will study a southbound National Blvd. right-hand turn adjacent to Palms Station.  The PNC September 7, 2011 Motion that “requests the Los Angeles Metro Transit Authority study elevating the bike path at Sepulveda, Sawtelle, Pico/Gateway, Palms/National, and Barrington to eliminate conflicts between bicycles and cars and enhance and encourage bicycle travel along the corridor” was presented to the Authority.  Mr. Miller added that more Expo Line Station lighting is needed for bicycle and other safety, especially underneath the Freeway.
MOTION (by Mr. Miller, seconded by Ms. Rothberg): The Palms Neighborhood Council hereby endorses participation in the Great California Shakeout on October 20, 2011, and acknowledges the importance of preparing our neighborhood for the purposes of building a safer community and reducing the loss of lives and property from a major earthquake event by taking proactive steps today.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote; Mr. Anderberg abstained.
h) Planning and Land Use (MacMenamin)

Planning and Land Use Report (MacMenamin) Update on Woodbine Modernization project.
This Agenda Item was addressed after Mr. Giron’s report in Item #5. a.]  Mr. MacMenamin reported on the progress of the Woodbine Park Modernization project.  Also, a representative may present at the next Committee Meeting regarding the pending mixed-use development at 3425 Motor Ave. 

Venice Stakeholder Marc Saltzberg spoke regarding the proposed mega-development in Marina del Rey that would have 40,000 living units in 17 housing and commercial developments expected to be completed by 2014-2015.  He contended that, because the development is on L.A. County land, the developers and the County are ignoring the City of L.A. and not taking into account regional development issues.  Mr. Saltzberg wants the development to have a comprehensive EIR (Environmental Impact Report) to consider traffic and other challenges.  He believed that, though the development will follow CEQA (the California Environmental Quality Act), feedback from the community is not being solicited.  He encouraged Neighborhood Councils and other groups to work together to avoid piecemeal projects development.  It was noted that a Westside traffic mobility study by an LADOT contractor is available through the City Council District 11 Office.
MOTION (by Mr. MacMenamin, seconded by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council supports the need for a comprehensive EIR (Environmental Impact Report) (or its equivalent) that considers regional impacts on the City of Los Angeles and takes into account the cumulative impact of constructing 17 new developments on L.A. County lands in Marina Del Rey.

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Giron reported that City Councilman Koretz talked with the City Recreation and Parks Dept. regarding installing additional equipment at Woodbine Park.  There was extensive discussion that many Park asphalt surfaces including the playground and sidewalks, and the barbeque pits need replacement.  Mr. Giron said the trash cans will be changed and they are working to adapt the Park into more of a family park.  It’s a capital improvement project expected to cost around $200,000; the City may try to get a grant to help fund it.  It is too late in the process to convert the Park into a “universal access park.”  The PNC can help make critical decisions regarding whether to add more equipment to the Park or refurbish and rearrange what is already there.  A playground stand could be removed to make more room.

6.  Assembly business
The September 27th WRAC Convention considered four Neighborhood Council-related Motions pending before the City Council.
7.  Adjournment

Mr. MacMenamin declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 8:45 p.m.
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