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Minutes of the 83rd meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Meeting, Wednesday, December 1, 2010
at the IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California

1.  Welcome, Call to Order

President Dee Olomajeye welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Eli Lipmen.  Board Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Niall MacMenamin, Vice President
Eli Lipmen, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Community-based Organizations
Mark Brower, Exposition Residential

Caroline Carr, Pacific Electric Business
Charles Miller, Overland Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
Terry Robinson, Studio Residential

Elise Rothberg, Charnock Ranch Business
Jennifer Tobkin, Palms Depot Business
Eleven of the 13 Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting.  The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is a majority of the filled Board positions [seven at this time], so the Board could take such votes.  No Board seats were vacant at this time.  Also attending: 28 Stakeholders and guests.  Board Members absent: Jason Buchalter, Treasurer; and Natasha Ericta, Palms West Residential.
3.  Public forum
Cindy Chambers, Venice Neighborhood Council Board Member and West L.A. area Budget Advocate, encouraged completing the annual Mayor’s Budget Survey that will soon be available; it “will have a great impact” on next year’s budget.  Stakeholder Walter Renzi encouraged joining the cleanup Saturday, December 4th at 10:00 a.m. at Charnock Road Elementary School.  Stakeholder Jean Parker announced that Len Nguyen, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-575-8461; Len.Nguyen@LACity.org), is helping to organize a Bike Rodeo for a Sunday in Spring 2011.  Mr. Brower will meet with Mr. Anderberg this month regarding the next Palms Bike Rodeo date.  Stakeholder Jonathan Wise of the City Bicycle Advisory Committee introduced himself.
4.  90-Second Updates
a. Government Representative Announcements and Reports.

Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org), announced that the District is taking reservations for seniors that want a turkey.

[This update was given after Item #4. h.]  Mr. Nguyen announced that the City Planning Commission will discuss the City’s Bicycle Master Plan on December 16th; it may be moved to January.  Also, “Metro is looking at” encouraging students to use buses on off-peak hours; “free passes will be distributed to the schools.”  An “Emergency Winter Shelter will be open December 1st through May 16th.”

b. President’s Report (Olomajeye): WRAC, Hamilton High, Holiday Plans, January Meeting.
Ms. Olomajeye announced that the NCs Mentoring Team has been established.  She, Jay Handal and Marlene Savage are Members.  Ms. Olomajeye is Chair of the Team’s Screening Committee; they’ll meet December 9th at the City Council District 10 Office at Pico and Stanley.
c. Secretary’s Report (Lipmen): Approval of Nov. 3, 2010 Minutes, Dec. Palms Clean Up, Chrysalis.
Mr. Lipmen reported that he and Ms. Olomajeye met at Hamilton High School with students; they created a Constitution for the Hamilton High School Neighborhood Council Club.  They’ll soon start announcing events and students will be attending NC Meetings.
MOTION (by Mr. Lipmen, seconded by Ms. Robinson): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its November 3, 2010 General Assembly Meeting as written.

MOTION PASSED by a voice vote with one abstention.

Mr. Lipmen reported that the November Cleanup was cancelled due to rain and cold.  The next Cleanup will be December 18th, 10:00 – 12:00; gloves, trash bags and refreshments will be provided and it’s “a great way to engage the community.”  Mr. Anderberg volunteered to lead it.  Rick Stoff, Director, Chrysalis (310-401-9382; StoffR@ChangeLives.org), described their latest cleaning efforts, including today on Overland from National to Venice.  Mr. Lipmen also reported that “more and more people are signing up for the [PNC] Newsletter,” which will highlight worthy local non-profit organizations.  He encouraged taking a PNC tote bag.

d. Treasurer (Buchalter)
Mr. Buchalter was not in attendance and there was no report.

e. Outreach Report (Brower/Ericta)
Mr. Brower introduced Brennan Lindner of Generic Events (http://www.131marathon.com/13_1_Los_Angeles.htm) regarding their 13.1 mile half-marathon from Venice Beach to La Cienega Blvd. and back.  On Sunday, January 16th from 7:30 – 9:30 a.m. 1,500 adults are expected to participate on the “flat and fast” course.  There will not be a children’s race.  Mr. Brower added that “a lot of outreach is being done” and the PNC will clean up along the route.  They’re going to each Neighborhood Council, churches and other organizations to coordinate traffic and other arrangements.
MOTION (by Mr. Brower, seconded by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council welcomes the second annual 13.1 Marathon – Los Angeles to Palms on January 16, 2011.  As this half-marathon will utilize streets in and around Venice, Palms and Mar Vista, the PNC will work with the Event Organizer to notify Stakeholders in an attempt to minimize any possible inconveniences.  The PNC will also reach out to Stakeholders from a Palms Cheer Station/Water Station.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

Mr. Brower added that the Outreach Committee discussed PNC information distribution and sign-ups at City election polling stations; they “will be working closely with the City.”  Also, Mr. Lipmen and Ms. Ericta are doing a great job on the www.PalmsLA.org website volunteers section.

f. Projects/Policy Report (Lipmen/Carr)

Mr. Lipmen and Ms. Carr reported that local issue policy discussions will be brought to some future PNC Assembly Meetings starting in January, including on the City’s proposed plastic bag ban.  Ms. Olomajeye clarified that one of every four Assembly Meetings will be issue-focused.

g. Transportation and Road Works (Miller)

Mr. Miller indicated that the Committee report will be part of the presentation later in this Meeting.

h. Planning and Land Use (MacMenamin)
Mr. MacMenamin reported that the Committee is “doing an extreme makeover of Woodbine Park . . .  [They’re] having some Community Meetings . . . [and] need a lot of different ideas and people.”  Various government and other organizations will be involved.

5.  Assembly business
There was no additional Assembly business.
TRANSPORTATION IN PALMS: A PUBLIC FORUM

Mr. Miller displayed diagrams and described areas surveyed by the Transportation and Road Works Committee.  Gaby Collins, Media Representative, Exposition Construction Authority (213-243-5535; GCollins@ExpoRail.net; www.BuildExpo.org), described the 15.2 mile Expo Line.  Expected ridership is 27,000 daily at the start and 64,000 by 2030.  There’ll be 1,500 park and ride spaces alone the Line.  The estimated cost is $2.4 billion with a partial opening in 2011.  It will take 46 minutes to ride from one end of the Line to the other.  Some of the 19 Stations will be shared with the existing Blue Line.  The Palms/Venice-Robertson Station is expected to be “operational by 2012.”  The old railroad right-of-way will be used from the east end to 17th Street in Santa Monica.  Each crossing is evaluated as to what level at which to build tracks and Stations.  Most of the Line is at street grade level.  There’ll be a gated crossing at Bagley Ave.  It’s much less expensive to build over than to tunnel under anything.  Stations will have shelters, public art, fencing and landscaping “along the entire corridor . . .  A lot of street restoration and sidewalk construction work is being done,” utility improvements and “replacing sewer and water lines.”  There’ll be “installation of sound wall panels . . . particularly in residential areas,” including sound mitigation by the French School.  Traffic closures are being coordinated.  They’re “trying to do as much nighttime work as possible” and work with businesses to mitigate impacts.  Metro will determine Station parking costs; currently it’s free.  A 15,000-page EIR (Environmental Impact Report) is available on the Authority’s website.  They received 9,000 public comments and are available on the Internet, Facebook and Twitter.
Concerns were expressed that a Palms/Venice-Robertson Station parking lot will encourage more cars being driven to the Station.  Mr. Miller would like the Station lot to have 50-60 spaces.  Jay Handal, West L.A. NC President, believed that parking is needed, especially during “peak hours”; he suggested a shuttle bus from Station to Station.  Mr. Miller noted that diagonal parking spaces could be added if Exposition Blvd. is widened.  [CHARLES CLARIFY: __ THE NEXT TWO SENTENCES SEEM TO CONFLICT.] Ms. Collins noted that the City is trying to avoid buying land and that the EIR was approved without Palms /Venice-Robertson Station parking.  The Station would have more than 500 spaces.  Mr. Miller believes that ridership in and out of the Station, including the many USC students living in the Palms area, will be much higher than projected.  There was discussion regarding the use, maintenance, designation and markings of local bicycle paths through the Station area.  Jeff Jacobberger, Mid-City West NC President, noted that the City “Bicycle [Master] Plan calls for a bicycle [CHARLES CONFIRM: __] __ at Hughes Ave. and he encouraged having non-free car parking at the Station to avoid non-Expo Line users parking there.  A Stakeholder encouraged including pedestrian-friendly uses.

Evelyn Alexander of FAST (Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic, www.FASTLA.org) distributed a FAST fact sheet and described their mission “to engage the community . . . for quick solutions” to traffic problems.  FAST supports the proposed Wilshire Blvd. Bus Rapid Transit Line, which would cost $32 million, completely resurface the right lane and be bus-only during rush hours of 7:00 – 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  There’re 80,000 bus boardings per day along Wilshire Blvd.  According to State law bicycles can use bus-only lanes.  The lane would be finished and open in 2011.

Mr. Miller described different possible scenarios for Venice Blvd. transportation alternatives.  He wants to extend the Culver City business renaissance to the Venice Blvd. business corridor.  There could be bus lanes along the Venice Blvd. median.  Mr. MacMenamin suggested more pedestrian crosswalks along Venice Blvd.  A Stakeholder noted that Metro planned around 1995 to electrify buses.  Mr. Miller announced that the Transportation Committee Meeting January 24th at 7:00 p.m. at Fire Station 43, 3690 Motor Ave. by Regent will be devoted to [CHARLES CONFIRM: __ (the Expo Line and/or the Venice Blvd. business corridor).] 
6.  Adjournment

The Meeting was ADJOURNED at 9:20 p.m.
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