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Minutes of the 79th meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Meeting, Wednesday, August 4, 2010
at the IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Welcome and call to order
Facilitator Dee Olomajeye called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Eli Lipmen.  Board Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Eli Lipmen, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Community-based Organizations
Charles Miller, Overland Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
Terry Robinson, Studio Residential

Jennifer Tobkin, Palms Depot Business
Board Members absent: Jason Buchalter, Natasha Ericta, Niall MacMenamin and Elise Rothberg

Seven of the 12 Board Members were present and one Board seat was vacant at this time.  A quorum is a majority of the filled Board positions, so the Board could make Motions and take votes.  Mark Brower, Exposition Residential, arrived later.  Also attending: nine Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
Hamilton High School students Ruchee and Edith introduced themselves.
Mr. Brower arrived at this time.
4.  Announcements
a. Government Representative Announcements and Reports
Eric Weiser, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (310-289-0353; Eric.Weiser@LACity.org), reported that the Overland Avenue Bridge Widening Over I-10 Freeway Project construction will be completed in another one to two months.  Also, the DWP watering schedule will be three days per week for eight minutes per day, with the days depending upon whether the address is odd or even-numbered.
Jennifer Badger, L.A. City West Area Representative of Neighborhood and Community Services (310-479-3823; Jennifer.Badger@LACity.org), announced that City budget charts are available showing the Mayor’s priorities for 2010-11.  Michael LoGrande was confirmed as the Planning Dept. General Manager.  A Bicycle Summit will be held August 16th, 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Metro Boardroom at One Gateway Plaza downtown.  The Mayor’s Budget Day will be October 16th at 8:30 a.m. and the Mayor will be present.
Amber Meshack, Project Coordinator, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-485-1360; 323-273-9123; Amber.Meshack@LACity.org; www.EmpowerLA.org), announced that NC Budgets are due to DONE by August 15th; a mandatory template is available at www.EmpowerLA.org.  NC Bylaws amendment applications are being accepted until September 30th.  The PNC $10,000 graffiti removal allocation Demand Warrant is being processed; she and Ms. Olomajeye will follow up on whether it’ll be charged to the PNC 2009-10 or 2010-11 Budget.
Len Nguyen, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-575-8461; Len.Nguyen@LACity.org), reported that a medical marijuana clinic that should’ve been closed is still open.  Also, the Councilman is working on relocating and providing services for people living in vehicles.  Mr. Nguyen will see what can be done about recycling and trash bins put in the Venice Blvd. bike lane.  He’ll seek more enforcement regarding cars making illegal turns on Motor Ave. between Venice Blvd. and Regent St.  
b. President’s Report (Olomajeye)
i.  WRAC Motion re: opposing some language in the City’s proposed Sidewalk Ordinance specifically related to homeowner liability in the event of slip and fall accidents on sidewalks.

Ms. Olomajeye announced an August 28th 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. PNC Strategic Planning Retreat; an ad hoc Committee will meet with Ms. Meshack to organize it.  The recent WRAC [Westside Regional Alliance of Councils] Meeting discussed the City’s proposed Sidewalk Ordinance regarding falls and injuries liability.  She read the Ordinance, which would transfer liability from the City to property owners, and distributed copies of the following:
RESOLUTION (by Ms. Olomajeye, seconded by Mr. Brower): “Resolution Related to Sidewalk Ordinance”:
“Whereas nearly half of all sidewalks in the City of Los Angeles are in need of repair, and these sidewalks cause injury to those who walk on the sidewalks and subjects the city to liability, and

Whereas the City of Los Angeles is facing a serious budget shortfall, and

Whereas, an Ordinance has been drafted (CF 05-1383-S1) that would Amend Subsection (e) of Section 62.104 of the LAMC to transfer liability and responsibility to property owners for repair of curbs, driveways and sidewalks due to tree root damage; and

Whereas the City does not allow the adjoining property owners to remove the root cause of the sidewalk damage, i.e. the offending trees, and

Whereas the Palms Neighborhood Council is desirous of promoting both tree-lined streets and safe sidewalks;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Palms Neighborhood Council:

1. Opposes the proposed ordinance as it is currently written.

2. Opposes any transfer of liability for slip and fall accidents on the sidewalk to the adjoining property owner.

3. Requests that there be adequate time for review and comment by Neighborhood and Community Councils.
DISCUSSION: Ms. Olomajeye explained the liability concern and that the Ordinance is “not passed yet.”  Ms. Tobkin added that “homeowners are technically responsible.”  Mr. Anderberg was concerned about the NC supporting the Resolution without suggesting any solutions.
MOTION to TABLE and REFER TO COMMITTEE (by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Anderberg): to TABLE this Item to give more time for the PNC to study the Ordinance and to REFER it to the Planning and Land Use Committee for the Committee to make a recommendation to the full PNC Board.
MOTION PASSED without any objections.

ii. Projects Committee
Ms. Olomajeye announced a Committee Meeting August 11th at 7:00 p.m. at Fire Station 43 [3690 Motor Ave.].  Last month’s Meeting was cancelled.  She described graffiti removal efforts.  Rick Stoff, Director, Chrysalis (310-401-9382; StoffR@ChangeLives.org), distributed a “Chrysalis Enterprises” fact sheet and reminded that 3 1/2 years ago they did a cleanup project for the PNC.  They’ve worked with other NCs and it’s also an outreach tool; workers would distribute flyers with the PNC name on it.  He described Chrysalis’ work, mission and work proposal, and suggested an eight-to-ten week cleaning program that would cost $475 per week to $2,200 per year, depending upon the service level.
c. Secretary’s Report (Lipmen)
MOTION (by Mr. Lipmen, seconded by Mr. Miller): to approve the July 7, 2010 PNC General Assembly Meeting Minutes as written.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by acclamation.
Mr. Lipmen noted that PNC Agendas are being posted according to the Brown Act and reminded Committee Chairs that Agendas must be posted at least 72 hours before Meetings.  Also, the new website soon will be ready and e-blasts are weekly sent and “getting a good response.”  He suggested only sending e-blasts during Committee Meeting weeks.  There’ll be a PNC potluck barbeque September 19th from 1:00 – 4:30.
d. Treasurer’s Report (Buchalter)
Ms. Olomajeye noted that Mr. Buchalter was not present and there was no report.
e. Outreach Committee Report (Anderberg)  [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4) f) i).]
Mr. Anderberg reported that the Committee received great feedback about the [June 12th] Palms Bike Rodeo.  Mr. Lipmen reported that the www.350.org website encourages local action to reduce carbon dioxide use and proposed an October 10th (“10/10/10”) event to increase community environmental awareness.  He agreed to Chair an ad hoc Committee about this.  Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org), recommended contacting Paula Waxman of the South Robertson NC to combine efforts.  Mr. Anderberg added that Ms. Robinson suggested other useful outreach ideas.
f. Transportation and Road Works (Miller)

i.  Update on Westwood Ave. Stakeholder concerns regarding parking situation.  [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4) f) ii).]
Mr. Miller reported that the Committee is writing a letter to the LAPD regarding a PNC recommendation about the parking situation.  Also, a group met July 15th regarding the Westwood Ave.  and Venice Blvd. intersection gang activity and trash problems.  The group is working with business owners on drainage and street lighting issues.  They’re writing a letter to the LAPD regarding having more patrols.
ii. MOTION: [see below Motion].  [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4) c).]
Mr. Miller described the Mayor’s “30/10” transportation plan.  Gabriela Collins, Media Representative, Exposition Construction Authority (213-243-5535; GCollins@ExpoRail.net; www.BuildExpo.org), will attend the next Committee Meeting on Monday, August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at Fire Station 43.  Mr. Lipmen described Palms and Los Angeles benefits of the Expo Line being constructed.  The Committee unanimously recommended that the PNC support the MoveLA August 13th 12:00-2:00 City Hall event to promote the Expo Line.
MOTION (by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Lipmen): the PNC supports L.A. Metro’s “30/10 Plan” and MoveLA coalition efforts to reduce the timetable for projects funded in Measure R from 30 to 10 years.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

g. Planning and Land Use (MacMenamin)  [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4) e).]
Discussion on Board & Stakeholder options on 3704 Clarington Ave. project.
Mr. Anderberg described the issue.  There’ll be a “City Planning tutorial from a Planning Deputy at the next . . . Committee fourth Wednesday Meeting.”  Ms. Carlin described property development guidelines and noted that the Public Comment period for this project is over and no Public Hearing is required; “it’s too late” to do anything.  She added that the developer didn’t consult the City, either; it’s a “by right project.”  There was discussion regarding what, if anything, the PNC can do.
5.  Assembly business
There was no additional Assembly business.
6.  Adjournment

Ms. Olomajeye declared the Meeting ADJOURNED without any objections at 9:07 p.m.
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