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Minutes of the 90th meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Meeting, Wednesday, July 6, 2011
at the IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California

1.  Welcome, Call to Order

Facilitator and Secretary Eli Lipmen welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Eli Lipmen.  Board Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Niall MacMenamin, Vice President
Eli Lipmen, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Community-based Organizations
Natasha Ericta, Palms West Residential
Charles Miller, Overland Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
Terry Robinson, Studio Residential

Elise Rothberg, Charnock Ranch Business
Jennifer Tobkin, Palms Depot Business
Jason Buchalter, Treasurer arrived later.
Ten of the 13 Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting.  The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is seven, so the Board could take such votes.  No Board seats were vacant.  Also attending: 11 Stakeholders and guests.  Board Members absent: Mark Brower, Exposition Residential and Caroline Carr, Pacific Electric Business.
3.  Public forum
Steve Ipsen, Candidate for L.A. County District Attorney in 2012 (213-220-3336; Info@SteveIpsen.com; www.SteveIpsen.com), described challenges to and work to improve the court system, especially regarding youth offenders.  He said that felony convictions for relatively minor offenses ruin lives and prevent felons from having opportunities to improve their lives.  Mr. Ipsen recommends a work program that can reduce such convictions.  Information is available at www.ReformFirst.com.
4.  Monthly Updates
a. Government Representative Announcements and Reports.
Joseph Hari, City of L.A. West Area Rep. for Neighborhood & Community Services (213-308-9212; Joseph.Hari@LACity.org), announced a Mayor’s community needs Town Hall Meeting September 12th; he’ll advise as to the location.
Board Member Jason Buchalter arrived at this time.

Mr. Hari would like to meet with the PNC President, Treasurer, Outreach Chair and one or two others to discuss working together.
David Giron, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (818-971-3088; David.Giron@LACity.org), announced that July 16-17 the 405 Freeway will be closed.  Also, Overland Ave. Bridge widening major construction is scheduled to end in mid-August; expect “touch-ups” for the next year.  He is working on removing the concrete pile at Jasmine Ave. and National Blvd.  There was discussion regarding the poor condition of the alley behind the Post Office on Motor Ave. between Vinton and Jasmine Avenues; no resurfacing funding is available.  There was discussion regarding the costs and logistics of pothole fixing and street resurfacing.  Mr. Giron encouraged attending a meeting with the L.A. Street Services Director, continuing to report problems and participating in the City Budget discussion.
Ms. Olomajeye said that Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org), could not attend. 
b. President’s Report (Olomajeye) WRAC, DONE NC Mentoring Task Force, discussion and possible action on proposed rate actions of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power- Motion to support or oppose.
Ms. Olomajeye announced that the July 20th 7:00 p.m. Outreach Committee Meeting will include a strategic planning update and budget discussion at 8:00 p.m.  She complimented Ms. Ericta and Mr. Brower on organizing the recent Palms Bike Rodeo; two bikes leftover will go to students Edith and Ruchi of the Palms Neighborhood Alliance.  The Neighborhood Councils Congress will be all day Saturday September 24th; volunteers are needed.  The Neighborhood Councils Peer Mentoring Program will be launched at the Congress.
Sam Adavi, L.A. Bureau of Sanitation, showed a slide presentation and presented regarding the Clean Water Initiative.  He said that “the infrastructure is getting old” and described that, even with recent rate increases infrastructure maintenance is behind schedule.  They estimate a need for $400 million per year, or 2% of the system’s estimated $200 billion value, for maintenance and to prevent “breakdowns, permit violations and spills.”  He described the City’s sewer system and water treatment including one percent recycled water; the goal is to increase that to eight percent.  Closed-circuit TV used to monitor sewer pipes has helped reduce sewage spills 80% since 2000.  They’re proposing a ten-year plan that would increase our bills by approximately $34 per year for each of the next 10 years, or $340 total, which would “basically double the rate.”

c. Secretary’s Report (Lipmen): Approval of Minutes from May 4 and June 1, 2011; Palms-SoRo Alliance (Hamilton High).
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4. h. ii.]  The following correction to the June 1, 2011 General Board Meeting Minutes was requested by Mr. Olague:

Page one, Item #2: “The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is a majority [seven at this time] of the filled Board positions” should read “The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is seven.”

MOTION (by Mr. Lipmen, seconded by Ms. Robinson): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its May 4, 2011 General Assembly Meeting as written and June 1, 2011 General Assembly Meeting as corrected.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
Board Member Niall MacMenamin had to leave at this time.

Mr. Lipmen reported that the Palms-SoRo Alliance received funding that will be used next school year.  The next neighborhood cleanup will be in September.  New Alliance President and South Robertson NC President Erick is seeking PNC help.
d. Treasurer’s Report (Buchalter): Budget Update.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4. f.]  Mr. Buchalter distributed and reviewed
 the “[PNC] Balance Sheet Prepared as of 6/30/2011,” the “[PNC] Budget for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Approved August 28, 2010, Prepared as of 6/30/2011,” and the “[PNC] Budget for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 DRAFT (Approval Pending).”  He reported that all but $7.80 of the 2010-2011 Budget was spent.  Ms. Olomajeye added that more than 80% of PNC funds were spent on community projects.  Mr. Buchalter encouraged considering what the 2011-2012 Budget should be.  He will include Woodbine Park Modernization Project funding.
e. Outreach Report (Ericta): Bike Rodeo Review, St. Augustine.
Ms. Ericta reported that there were “glorious reviews” from Palms Bike Rodeo attendees; the Committee will work to increase attendance.  She is working with Ms. Robinson on a project to increase the St. Augustine Saves Food Bank offerings to Stakeholders in zip code 90034 to include paper goods and personals.

f. Projects/Policy Report (Lipmen): Mural Project with LA Commons, Motion in support of DWP Ratepayer Advocate.
Mr. Lipmen reported that he submitted a request to Councilman Wesson’s Office for Palms Beautification Fund funding for the Utility Box Mural Project.
g. Transportation and Road Works Report (Miller): Update on Expo Line Palms Station, Annexation Plan, DWP Lighting Project, Traffic restrictions at National & Motor, Beach Bus Line, Motion opposing or supporting LAX expansion, Venice & Motor Ave left turn light.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4. c.]  Mr. Miller announced that the area north of National Blvd. and south of the 10 Freeway, and between Overland and Hughes Avenues is now part of the PNC.  It includes where the Exposition Light Rail Line station will be built at Vinton Ave. and National Blvd.  The PNC boundary was officially changed and approved by DONE [the L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment] and BONC [the L.A. Board of Neighborhood Commissioners].  The Committee will work with the Outreach Committee to outreach to Stakeholders in the newly annexed area.  Representatives from the Motor Avenue Improvement Association (MAIA) asked the PNC not to pursue the previously submitted Motion that the PNC tabled in June regarding traffic restrictions at the intersection of Motor and National.  The MAIA “will continue to be in touch with [L.A. City] Councilman Krikorian’s Office” about it.  July 20th Metro will begin night work on the Expo Line.  The Expo Line Urban Design Committee has $100,000 per Station for artwork to “personalize” the Station; input is requested.  Mr. Miller told that Committee that Palms will not, as that Committee believes, be the lowest ridership Station and that the Station should be named “Palms Station.”  He encouraged attending future meetings of the Urban Design Committee.  Also, the City has “tentatively approved a left-turn signal at Palms Blvd. and Motor Ave.”  The bus station at Regent St. and Motor Ave. will most likely be reinstated; they’re “waiting for the City . . . to approve it.”  A north-south light rail line station is being considered for Sepulveda and Venice Blvds. and will be the central focus of the PNC Transportation Committee Meeting July 25th at 7:00 p.m. at Fire Station 43 at 3690 Motor Ave. by Regent.  He requested volunteers for a Mediation Committee to broker a solution in the current territory dispute between the South Robertson NC and the Mid-City NC.  The PNC Transportation Committee will also meet Monday August 22nd at 7:00 p.m. at Fire Station 43 and discuss parking issues, including for the Expo Line, pedestrians and bicyclists.  Mr. MacMenamin added that the City Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee is considering two Palms-area projects; representation is needed at Meetings on Tuesdays August 2nd and September 6th.
h. Planning and Land Use Report (MacMenamin): Woodbine Park Modernization Project:

i. [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4. b.]  Mr. MacMenamin encouraged Stakeholders to participate in the Park Project; see www.PalmsLA.org.  A Landscape Architect is contracted and a community meeting is being organized for August or September.
FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. MacMenamin, seconded by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council allocates $5,000 to support expenses relating to the Woodbine Park Modernization Project, including community outreach, posters, banners, and maintenance at Woodbine, among others.
DISCUSSION:  Mr. Giron relayed that Darryl Ford of the L.A. City Recreation and Parks Dept. “will work with” the PNC.
FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
ii. MOTION: opposing public funding, loan forgiveness etc for proposed downtown stadium and convention center.
Ms. Olomajeye recommended and Mr. MacMenamin agreed to Table this Item.
5.  Assembly business
a) DWP Rate Hikes (Robinson)

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4. b.]  Ms. Robinson distributed an article about DWP rate increases and said the City is delaying establishing the DWP Ratepayer Advocate that voters approved and a DWP rate increase request.  LANCC (the L.A. Neighborhood Councils Coalition) won’t recommend approval of the rate increase until the Ratepayer Advocate is established.  The DWP is proposing 22% and 25% rate increases by November 1st.  LANCC recommends encouraging City Councilmembers to establish the Ratepayer Advocate.  Mr. Giron noted that City Councilwoman Perry said she won’t approve the rate increases until the Ratepayer Advocate is established.  Stakeholder Lee Wallach was concerned that the Ratepayer Advocate is a duplication of services; he encouraged supporting the rate increases to avoid passing the costs on to future generations.  Ms. Robinson urged the PNC to pass the resolution that LANCC passed which is contained in the following Motion.

MOTION (by Ms. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Olague): The Palms Neighborhood Council will write a letter to City Councilwoman Jan Perry, Chair of the L.A. City Energy and Environment Committee, saying that the PNC “strongly urges that the Board of Water and Power Commissioners and the City Council not consider or act upon the proposed water and power rate increase until the Ratepayers Advocate is established and has thoroughly reviewed and analyzed the proposed rate increases and presented such review and analysis to the Ratepayers and the public for their careful consideration.”

MOTION PASSED by a hand vote with six in favor and five abstained.

b) Introduce possible new issues for consideration by the Assembly at the next meeting

No new issues were introduced at this time.
6.  Adjournment

Ms. Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:12 p.m.
Palms Neighborhood Council        General Assembly Meeting Minutes       July 6, 2011         Page 4 of  4

