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Minutes of the 87th meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Meeting, Wednesday, April 6, 2011
at the IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California

1.  Welcome, Call to Order

Secretary Eli Lipmen welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Eli Lipmen.  Board Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Niall MacMenamin, Vice President

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Eli Lipmen, Secretary

Mark Brower, Exposition Residential

Caroline Carr, Pacific Electric Business

Natasha Ericta, Palms West Residential
Charles Miller, Overland Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
Terry Robinson, Studio Residential

Elise Rothberg, Charnock Ranch Business

Jennifer Tobkin, Palms Depot Business

Twelve of the 13 Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting.  The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is a majority [seven at this time] of the filled Board positions, so the Board could take such votes.  No Board seats were vacant.  Also attending: 18 Stakeholders and guests.  Board Members absent: Neal James Anderberg, Community-based Organizations.

3.  Public forum
There were no public comments at this time.

4.  Budget Advocates Report – Jay Handal, Budget Advocates Chair.
Ms. Olomajeye, a Budget Advocate, introduced Mr. Handal, who’s also President of the West L.A. Neighborhood Council.  He described the Budget Advocates (http://www.BudgetAdvocatesLA.com), who are elected Citywide.  The website has the White Paper report with money-saving and other budget ideas presented to the full City Council.  The City has written off $300 million in uncollected debts to the City and not written off $500 million more in uncollected debts.  Millions more has been saved through the work of volunteer Neighborhood Council Board Members.  The Budget Advocates recommend holding off on Neighborhood Council Elections for one year.
5.  Monthly Updates

a) Government Representative Announcements & Reports (City, State and Federal Reps)
i. Old Fire Station Clean Up – David Giron (CD 5)
Mr. Giron reported that old Fire Station 43 at 10234 National has been cleaned up and they’re “looking at turning it into a park.”  Mr. Lipmen will draft a thank you letter to cleanup 
participants.   Mr. Giron said the “Recreation and Parks [Dept.] will not apply for Prop 84 funding . . . the plan right now is to clean it up every two-three months” then try to sell it through an auction.  The property “was sold; [City Councilman Paul Krekorian] stopped it” to look at other options.  Mr. Giron will arrange a CD 5 Transportation Deputy meeting with the PNC Transportation Committee.

ii. Overland Avenue Bridge Widening Project
Mr. Giron distributed copies of and updated about the “Overland Avenue Bridge Widening Over I-10 Freeway Project.”
Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org), announced a free diabetes health expo (www.diabetes.org/laexpo) on Saturday, May 21st 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the L.A. Convention Center.  There is an underprivileged children’s educational program (Los Angeles Universal Preschool, www.laup.net, 866-581-5287).  The Nate Holden Performing Arts Center gives what Stakeholder Jean Parker called “very excellent productions.”  Ms. Carlin reported that “no Neighborhood Council rollover funds will be allowed.”

b) President’s Report (Olomajeye) WRAC, DONE NC Mentoring Task Force, Outreach plan for new Bar on Motor. Strategic Planning Check in meeting during April meeting, Bylaws revision.
i. MOTION:  Approve revised Bylaws

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6.]  Ms. Olomajeye reported that the Neighborhood Council Peer Mentors have been meeting to create a program that should start soon.  WRAC [the Westside Regional Alliance of Neighborhood Councils] met with City Councilman Rosendahl.  The May 4th General Assembly Meeting will discuss Strategic Planning.  She distributed a draft of the updated PNC Bylaws which were revised according to the DONE [L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment] template.  Mr. Olague described Bylaws changes, including the quorum, Committees’ duties, the Grievance process and Parliamentary authority.
MOTION (by Ms. Olomajeye, seconded by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves its revised Bylaws as they apply to the DONE template.

MOTION to CALL FOR THE QUESTION (by Mr. Miller).  There were no objections.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

ii. MOTION:  [see below].
MOTION (by Ms. Olomajeye, seconded by Mr. MacMenamin):  The Palms Neighborhood Council approves the WRAC Motion on the Budget Advocates’ proposed budget and elections recommendations as it relates to NCs.
MOTION PASSED by a voice vote; Mr. Miller, Ms. Rothberg and Mr. Olague abstained.
c) Secretary’s Report (Lipmen) Approval of Minutes from Jan. 5 and March 2, 2011, website update.
MOTION (by Mr. Lipmen, seconded by Ms. Carr): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its January 5, 2011 and March 2, 2011 General Assembly Meetings as written.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

Mr. Lipmen reported that “we’ve been getting a lot more hits” on the [www.PalmsLA.org] website and encouraged e-mailing information to him for it.  The e-mail and Facebook lists are increasing.
d) Treasurer’s Report (Buchalter) Demand Warrant Deadline & Receipts, Budget review/discussion

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. f.]  Mr. Buchalter distributed and reviewed a “[PNC] Balance Sheet Prepared as of 3/21/11” and a DONE “PNC List of Purchases w/ Missing Receipts.”  The “City Account Balance as of 3/22/11” is $42, 207.  Payables are $4,850; Liabilities are $9,850; Unencumbered funds are $32,357.  Some of the receipts listed as “missing” have since been found and he’s tracking down the others.  He described invoicing challenges and the need to allocate the remaining Fiscal Year [ending June 30th] funds by April 15th; whatever is left over will be taken back by the City.  There was extensive discussion regarding what and how to allocate the remaining funds.  Mr. MacMenamin e-mailed Palms Middle School regarding possible projects but did not receive a reply.  Mr. Buchalter was concerned about allocating funds without organization representatives requesting it.  Mr. Lipmen suggested funding the Hamilton High School Student Council for them to forward funding for local projects.  Mr. Miller suggested authorizing an ad hoc Committee to allocate the remaining funds.

MOTION (by Mr. Miller, seconded by Ms. Rothberg): The Palms Neighborhood Council endorses an ad hoc Education Committee to create a system of allocating and budgeting $10,000 for Palms area schools by the City of Los Angeles Demand Warrant deadline of April 15th.

AMENDED MOTION (by Ms. Tobkin, seconded/accepted by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council endorses an ad hoc Education Committee to create a system of allocating and budgeting $10,000 for Palms area schools and libraries by the City of Los Angeles Demand Warrant deadline of April 15th.

DISCUSSION: Ms. Olomajeye will confirm with DONE that this is okay.
AMENDED MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

e) Outreach Report (Brower/Ericta) Bike Rodeo Plan, Banners
i. MOTION: [see below].
Mr. Brower announced the June 4th Bike Rodeo from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Volunteers are needed.  He’ll distribute fliers that Ms. Ericta created.  Mr. Buchalter reminded that receipts need to be submitted as soon as possible; some expenses “will be paid from next year’s funds.”
MOTION (by Mr. Brower, seconded by Ms. Rothberg): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves outstanding Demand Warrants that are already in its Budget.
MOTION PASSED by a voice vote.

ii. MOTION: [see below].
MOTION (by Mr. Brower, seconded by MacMenamin): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves June 4, 2011 Bike Rodeo Demand Warrants already in its Budget.
MOTION PASSED by a voice vote.

f) Projects/Policy Report (Lipmen/Carr) Palms Clean Up, SoRo-Palms Alliance, website update, clean up (PNC and Chrysalis), Mural Project.
MOTION: [see below].  [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. c.]
MOTION (by Ms. Carr, seconded by Ms. Olomajeye): The Palms Neighborhood Council will write a letter to the California State Legislature to support putting the proposed tax extension on the June ballot to prevent the passage of a worst-case scenario budget which will have a negative impact for teachers and students in Palms attending and working at Charnock Road Primary, Palms Middle, and Hamilton High Schools.

DISCUSSION: Stakeholder Eric, a Hamilton High School student and South Robertson Neighborhood Council Board Member, described negative impacts on the High School staff and programs if the tax extensions are not passed.  Students Edith and Ruchi of the Palms Neighborhood Alliance support the letter.

MOTION PASSED by a voice vote; Mr. Lipmen recused and Mr. Olague abstained.

Ms. Olomajeye stated that the Projects Committee will write the letter.  Mr. Lipmen reported that the Palms Neighborhood Cleanup cleaned Vinton Ave.  The Palms-South Robertson Alliance met and is co-sponsoring cleanups in Palms and at Hamilton High School.  Chrysalis cleaned up again and Rick Stoff, Director, Chrysalis (310-401-9382; StoffR@ChangeLives.org) will speak at the Projects and Policy Committee Meeting on April 12th at Fire Station 43, which will also discuss a mural project with City Council District 10.
g) Transportation and Road Works Report (Miller) Update on Westwood Parking, Expo Line, Annexation Plan, and DWP Lighting Project.

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. e.]  Mr. Miller announced that Jeff Jacobberger, Mid-City West NC President, will present at the Committee’s April 25th Meeting regarding the City’s Master Bike Plan.  The Committee took a road trip of all Palms streets regarding street lighting.  Six lights need to be fixed and six added; the Committee will contact Stakeholders first to confirm that they’re okay with the installations.  The Committee is waiting to hear from DONE’s Amber Meshack regarding the annexation project.  Mr. Miller will meet with John Fisher, Dept. of Public Works Engineer; Brian Gallagher, Senior Transportation Engineer, LADOT; and Len Nguyen, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl regarding the Westwood Blvd. parking situation.
h) Planning and Land Use Report (MacMenamin)

Mr. MacMenamin reported that the Committee will create a Woodbine Park planting project; they’re meeting with a consultant and the Dept. of Recreation and Parks.  Volunteers are needed.  Mr. Lipmen added that PlanCheckNCLA “is doing trainings throughout the City.”
6.  Assembly business:  Comment on/by Assembly members’ activities and brief announcements: Terry Robinson on LANCC Meetings. Introduce possible new issues for consideration by the Assembly at the next meeting.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5. a.]  Ms. Robinson reported that a “Ratepayer Advocate” of a new “Office of Public Accountability” will be created by the City Council.  The DWP will be sending “color-coded bills.”  The City is cancelling contracts with two Arizona coal-burning facilities.

7.  Adjournment

Ms. Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:08 p.m.
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