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Minutes of the 82nd meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Meeting, Wednesday, November 3, 2010
at the IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California

1.  Call to order and welcome
Facilitator Dee Olomajeye welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Ms. Olomajeye.  Board Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Eli Lipmen, Secretary

Caroline Carr, Pacific Electric Business
Natasha Ericta, Palms West Residential
Charles Miller, Overland Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
Terry Robinson, Studio Residential

Elise Rothberg, Charnock Ranch Business
Jennifer Tobkin, Palms Depot Business
Niall MacMenamin, Vice President; and Jason Buchalter, Treasurer arrived later.
Nine of the 13 Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting.  The PNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is a majority of the filled Board positions [seven at this time], so the Board could take such votes.  No Board seats were vacant at this time.  Also attending: 12 Stakeholders and guests.  Board Members absent: Neal James Anderberg, Community-based Organizations; and Mark Brower, Exposition Residential.

3.  Public forum
Stakeholder Sandy announced that the Culver-Palms Burrito Project distributes food to homeless people.  She’d like to link the Project to the www.PalmsLA.org website.  Mr. Lipmen encouraged her to e-mail him at Secretary@PalmsLA.org and Ms. Ericta at PalmsWest@PalmsLA.org.
Catherine Fritz, Principal, Together in Transition (310-745-2700; Catherine@TogetherInTransition.com; http://www.TogtherInTransition.com), introduced herself.  She distributed “Senior Focus on Programs & Services” and “Together in Transition” brochures and described her services to help seniors transition to their next best housing.  She works with the City Department of Aging.  She has “File of Life” forms that can contain important personal and medical information and described other organizations she’s “connected with” for seniors and other community services.  Ms. Olomajeye invited Ms. Fritz to visit the PNC Outreach Committee.

Mr. MacMenamin and Mr. Buchalter arrived at this time.

4.  Updates

a. Government Representative Announcements & Reports 

David Giron, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (818-971-3088; David.Giron@LACity.org), introduced himself.  He’s working with Mr. Lipmen on the Woodbine Park renewal project; a new basketball hoop will soon be installed there.  Mr. Giron “contacted General Services” about getting the old Fire Station 43 area “cleaned up” and he’ll check on the status of Prop 84 funding that Darryl Ford was working on.  Mr. Lipmen thanked Mr. Giron for attending Committee Meetings and for his volunteer help.
Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org), distributed a “10th District City of [L.A.} Neighborhood Directory” brochure and announced that she ordered community cleanup tools.  Councilman Wesson “will be giving away turkeys to seniors . . . over 65 . . . only for Thanksgiving”; they’re accepting applications starting on the Monday before Thanksgiving.  Winter Wonderland will be Saturday, December 18th, around 10:00 – 2:00; each local School can bring up to ten families; Santa will attend, “snow will be delivered” and lunch will be provided.  Ms. Carlin asked “for volunteer support” and will send more information.  She will check on the Dunn Drive pothole.  “The City Attorney is working on” the KFC marijuana dispensary and “is very aware that it’s still open.”  If there are any more problems with it she encouraged calling Asha Greenberg, Supervising L.A. City Attorney, Nuisance Abatement Program (310-575-8500; Asha.Greenberg@LACity.org).

b. President (Olomajeye)
Dee Olomajeye thanked everyone for participating and “stepping up” in getting PNC goals moving forward.  She related that Mr. Brower and Ms. Ericta volunteered to “at least temporarily” Chair the Communications and Outreach Committee “until Neal Anderberg gets back.”  “Eli Lipmen and Caroline Carr stepped up to Chair the Projects Committee.”  At the latest WRAC [Westside Regional Alliance of Councils] Meeting it was announced that the City Planning Department “will have one Planner per project” and is creating a “Community Liaison” position “to reach out to Neighborhood Councils.”  Ms. Olomajeye “will be the Community Representative for the Westside.”  She distributed a “Draft Work Plan” that Mr. Lipmen created “for . . . [a] Hamilton High School Neighborhood Council Club.”  They’re working with the South Robertson NC and the School to “engage the students and get them involved.”  Ms. Olomajeye and Mr. Lipmen met with Ms. Carlin and AT&T regarding Above-Ground Facilities (AGFs) “that’ve been popping up in Palms.”

MOTION (by Ms. Olomajeye, seconded by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council pre-approves the outline of strategic plan and initial plan timelines – internal organizational development goals.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

c. Secretary (Lipmen)
MOTION (by Mr. Lipmen, seconded by Ms. Carr): The Palms Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its October 6, 2010 General Assembly Meeting as written.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
Mr. Lipmen announced another Neighborhood Cleanup November 20th at 10:00 a.m.; meet at Fire Station 43, 3690 Motor Ave.  “About 15 people attended” the last Cleanup and they cleaned at Woodbine Park and other areas.  He displayed pictures of the “Palms Beautification Team” at work; as they cleaned they distributed “This CLEANUP brought to you by Palms Neighborhood Council” information cards.  PNC information magnets are available.  He described areas that Chrysalis cleaned and read from a report submitted by their Director, Rick Stoff (310-401-9382; StoffR@ChangeLives.org).  Mr. Lipmen displayed draft letters to local basketball teams seeking their help in “upgrading the [Woodbine Park] basketball court.”  He encouraged continuing to send PNC newsletter content; Ms. Rothberg encouraged including historical content.
d. Treasurer (Buchalter)
Mr. Buchalter distributed and reviewed a “[PNC] Balance Sheet Prepared 10/21/10,” a [PNC] Budget for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 APPROVED, August 28, 2010 Prepared as of 10/21/2010,” and monthly USBank statements from September 21st and October 21st.  The Palms Elementary School double-payment of $5,000 by DONE (the L.A. Department of Neighborhood Empowerment) is still being resolved; the School has the duplicate check.  The City said the money can only go back into the General Fund; the PNC “was going to help [the School] out anyway, so the School “will apply for a Neighborhood Purpose Grant.”  The PNC current balance is $52,573 minus the School check, equaling $47,573.  Mr. Buchalter explained that due to the City Budget situation and history the PNC “can’t count on this money being rolled over into the next fiscal year” beginning July 1, 2011; he recommended spending all funds by the end of the fiscal year.  “The Library was finally paid.”  Former PNC Board Member Lori Donahoo will provide a light pole banners location list.  Fairy Tale Productions “will be paid.”  The Westside Print Center $253.52 allocation “was for fridge magnets”; this was posted to “General Operations/Miscellaneous” and will instead be posted to “Advertising.”

e. Outreach
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #4. c.]  Ms. Ericta reported that PNC brochures were distributed and sign-ups were gathered at election polling places.  Election staff mailed the sign-ups to the PNC using PNC-addressed, stamped envelopes.  The Committee discussed the PNC website having featured Palms restaurants and volunteers.  Caution was expressed regarding featuring restaurants on the taxpayer-funded website.  They also discussed having a “themed Board Meeting” regarding emergency preparedness.  She met with Brennan Lindner of Generic Events regarding a January half-marathon route and other details and will report on this at the next General Assembly Meeting.  Mr. Lindner will attend the next Outreach and General Assembly Meetings.  Clean-ups are held the third Saturday of every month at 10:00 a.m.

f. Projects
Mr. Lipmen reported that he and Ms. Carr discussed bringing policy discussions to Assembly Meetings.  Ms. Carr believed that “it’s a different way to bring more Stakeholders” to the Meetings.  Mr. Lipmen said that the City Council is supporting the PNC’s letter regarding eliminating coal from the electricity supply of Los Angeles.  Ms. Olomajeye clarified that this is separate from Ms. Robinson’s DWP liaison work.
g. Transportation and Road Works (Miller)

First, Mr. Miller reported on the October 16th Mayor’s Budget Day.  “The City is projecting a $319 million deficit for next Fiscal Year . . .  Another 10% NC budget cut is still on the table.”  He passed around and described Budget description copies, and encouraged completing the upcoming Mayor’s Budget Survey.  The Budget Advocates for this area to the Mayor are Jay Handal and Cindy Chambers.  

Mr. Miller reported that the Committee “continued to pursue the Westwood parking situation.”  They wrote a letter seeking assistance from City officials Jennifer Badger and Len Nguyen; there’s been “no response.”  The Committee is working to meet with the new City Department of Transportation General Manager.  The Committee is “continuing to pursue naming the Exposition Light Rail Line station in Palms “Palms Station.”  There’ll be an October 15th Meeting regarding a $217 million Federal grant for the Crenshaw Line “continuation of the Light Rail system . . .  Two alternatives are being discussed.”  He described the following Motion that the Committee unanimously supported.
MOTION (by Mr. Miller, seconded by Ms. Robinson): The Palms Neighborhood Council requests that if covered bus shelters are removed during a construction project, the project should not be fully completed, funded, or certified unless all the covered bus shelters are replaced or relocated at the designated bus stops along the project.

DISCUSSION:  Minor, already expected expenses are involved.  This issue was discussed at the City Council District 11 Transportation Meeting.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

h. Planning and Land Use (MacMenamin)
Mr. MacMenamin described and reported that the Committee discussed the following Motion that the Committee unanimously supported.
MOTION (by Mr. MacMenamin, seconded by Mr. Miller): The Palms Neighborhood Council supports Ms. Chen-Campos' request to expedite her approval process and her variance request for the rear and front yard parking pavement.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

Ms. Carlin confirmed that “the letter [the Committee] gave her is sufficient” regarding the PNC’s support of the project; it will go into the Council File.

Mr. MacMenamin described the 10601 W. Washington Blvd. at Overland Ave. by right project, a 39,000 square foot commercial-zoned old Washington Mutual and Sony bank building in which a developer wants to build a mixed-use project with commercial on the bottom and rentals on top.  The Applicant will probably re-present and could be required to contribute “to a park modernization fund.”  Mr. MacMenamin encouraged attending the Committee Meeting and giving feedback regarding “what the [PNC] would contribute to . . . a project to modernize Woodbine” Park.

5.  Assembly business
Mr. Miller has Crenshaw Light Rail Line maps and the Transportation Committee will present at the next General Assembly Meeting regarding Expo Light Rail Line impacts and a possible Venice Blvd. trolley line.  Ms. Olomajeye reminded that the December General Assembly Meeting will be “a partial Meeting”; the last part will be the Transportation presentation.

6.  Adjournment

Ms. Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 8:57 p.m.
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