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Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC)
Projects & Policy Committee Meeting
Wednesday, October 26, 2011
at Fire Station 43, 3690 Motor Ave., Palms, California

1.  Call to Order/Roll Call (Committee Co-Chairs Eli Lipmen & Caroline Carr)
Co-Chair Eli Lipmen welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  Committee Members present: Eli Lipmen, Co-Chair; Caroline Carr, Co-Chair; Community members: Andy Shrader, Francesco Arzu, Lee Wallach, and Maureen McCloud.  Also present: Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@LACity.org). 
2.  Public Comment
No public comment
3.  Policy: Support Letter – Senate Bill 568 (Lowenthal): Polystrene Foam Takeout Food Packing Ban – Presentation by Andy Shrader (Lipmen)

MOTION: Recommend that the PNC support a ban on polystyrene Foam Takeout Food Packing Ban (Senate Bill 568) and write a letter to the City Council & State Legislators.

DISCUSSION: Andy Shrader presented on Senate Bill 568, which would ban polystyrene foam takeout food packing –commonly known as Styrofoam. He explained that Styrofoam is cancer causing, harms the environment (particularly oceans), and impacts children. He noted that San Clemente restaurants were able to easily adapt to the ban on Styrofoam. He explained that the difference in marginal cost between Styrofoam takeout food packing (cups, bowls, etc.) and other packing (paper, plastic) is marginal (less than 3/100 of a cent or even cheaper in certain cases). In addition, the economy of scales on recycling and cost of Styrofoam means that recycled products can be cheaper. Eli Lipmen expressed concern about the potential impact to local business and recommended that PNC write to restaurants with information from local nonprofits on alternatives to Styrofoam. He proposed this AMENDED MOTION:
Recommend that the PNC support a ban on polystyrene Foam Takeout Food Packing Ban (Senate Bill 568) and write a letter to the City Council & State Legislators as well as write local businesses that might be impacted with resources from local environmental organization

MOTION PASSED by a voice vote.

4.  Project: Motor Avenue Improvement Association Tree Proposal
MOTION: Motor Avenue Improvement Association is requesting $8,214 from the Palms Neighborhood Council to complete the successful tree planting and maintenance program on Motor Avenue and National Boulevard. This funding will cover the planting of 11 new trees, including 6 concrete cuts, as well as 3 months of watering for all 138 trees and professional trimming of the existing 127 trees. The PNC will request these funds from the Palms Beautification Grant, administered by Council District 10

DISCUSSION: Lee Wallach of Motor Avenue Improvement Association explained the project which consists first of acting on existing trees on Motor Avenue between Venice Blvd and National Blvd to trim the trees. The younger trees are growing out and are weighed down by their width, which ultimately stunts their growth and causes branches to break; by pruning them they grow stronger. Additionally, businesses are mangling the trees because they are covering signage – it is critical to trim the trees so they grow quickly above the signage. Liz Carlin of CD 10 questioned whether these trees were really blocking signs; Lee explained that this is the biggest concern of businesses and that while the trees were chosen to grow just above the signage, they still are growing.  MAIA has the Department of Public Works permit to trim the trees and a license and bonded crew. In normal budget times the City of Los Angeles would trim the trees but the budget crisis has dramatically reduced the tree trimming. The second part of the project is to water trees that are not doing as well as they should for an additional three months by Koreatown Youth & Community Center. Eli Lipmen asked if the trees needed to be watered immediately or if they could be watered during the right season and skips the trees that are being taken care of by business owners.  The third part of the proposal would be to plant 11 new trees on Motor Ave and National Blvd to include 6 concrete cuts. Lee Wallach discussed the tree type (same as previous trees), cost of concrete cuts, and planting schedule. Finally, approximately $960 would be allocated to administrative expenses for someone to manage the work of KYCC, tree trimming, and tree adoption by businesses to include outreach and education. Lee explained that this had not been done with the original planting and was needed to ensure the trees continue to grow. Eli Lipmen expressed four concerns including the administrative costs and whether the outreach would be done properly, the need to give credit to PNC for underwriting the project as a partnership with MAIA, the need for outreach to businesses, and transparency in the project execution. 
Eli Lipmen proposed an AMENDED MOTION: PNC Policy & Projects Committee supports the Motor Avenue Improvement Association tree planting & maintenance program on Motor Ave and National Boulevard in concept and will negotiate specifics further to bring to the PNC General Assembly

The AMENDED MOTION passed by a voice vote.

5.  Policy: Don’t Waste LA
MOTION: The Palms Neighborhood Council supports the Don't Waste LA Policy for a competitive, exclusive franchise system, with multiple designated service areas for waste and recycling service for commercial and multi-family properties; and the PNC endorses the broad goals of a waste and recycling system that maximizes waste diversion, removes excess trucks from our streets, achieves transparency in rate-setting, creates green jobs with high standards, and facilitates a strong partnership between the city and its haulers.

DISCUSSION: Francisco Arzu of LAANE presented on this motion. He explained that private companies currently contract with the city through an open permit system, creating a patchwork system where commercial and multi-family units contract with different haulers in the same region. The result is no coordination - different waste haulers coming on different days on the same street. This causes more pollution because of additional trucks, particularly in communities with high-density apartment buildings resulting in more potholes (one waste truck has the same impact as 10,000 SUVs). In addition, the city is running out of landfill space with 70 percent of waste to landfills currently coming from commercial and multi-family sectors. The Bureau of Sanitation won’t reach its recycling goal by 2013 because of the open permit system. Finally, workers are not regulated and there are numerous safety issues because these companies’ practices are not regulated. The “Don’t Waste LA” campaign’s goal is to change the open permit system to an exclusive franchise system – dividing the City into 10-12 different service zones served by one hauler who gets exclusive rights for that zone. Each zone is a different size so every hauler company can compete and the criteria for the bidding process will be clean trucks, recycling plan that specifically outlines how the city gets to Zero Waste goals, and facilities have to be certified by the City (living wages and proper equipment). Finally, the City would negotiate rates to provide a fairer rate that is more transparent – at the moment, discrepancies between rates for the exact same service with the same company are discriminatory. The franchise fee would pay for the administration of the system through the City.
The MOTION passes by a voice vote.

6.  Other Business/Announcements/Comments 

None
7.  Adjournment

Mr. Lipmen declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 8:40 p.m.
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